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All Australians should be free to preserve, celebrate and share their cultural traditions within the framework of a socially cohesive, tolerant and harmonious nation united by
common goals, values and an overriding commitment to Australia.

Other Languages

(The Australian Government) supports the encouragement and further development of Australia's productive diversity capacity, and in particular the rich resource of bi- and multi-lingualism.
We will encourage second and third language training, including through the operation of a thriving Languages Other Than English (LOTE) program, run in cooperation with the States and Territories.

Multicultural Australia

It is the basic right of all Australians, whatever their background, to participate fully in our community, to realise their aspirations and to achieve their full potential. They should also be free, within the framework of an overriding and unifying commitment to Australia, to preserve, celebrate and share their cultural traditions.

(The Australian Government) welcomes and supports cultural diversity in Australia within the framework of a socially cohesive, tolerant and harmonious nation united by common values, goals and aspirations.

The 1989 National Agenda for a Multicultural Australia enshrined a number of basic principles:

· cultural identity: the right of all Australians to express and share their individual cultural heritage, including their language and religion;

· social justice: the right of all Australians to equality of treatment and opportunity, and the removal of barriers of race, ethnicity, culture, religion, language, gender or place of birth; and

· economic efficiency: the need to maintain, develop and utilise effectively the skills and talents of all Australians regardless of background.

Other Languages

The language of a person's country of origin is an integral part of their cultural heritage. The Coalition will encourage both children and adults in the maintenance of their original language.

We also recognise the value of having as many Australians as possible speak languages in addition to English. Multilingualism is one of our richest resources. It gives Australians the facility to participate more fully in the international environment. Australia's business, trade, foreign relations and tourism opportunities and successes can be advanced with such linguistic expertise.

The Coalition supports the encouragement and further development of Australia's productive diversity capacity.

Racial Vilification

The Coalition yields to no one in the intensity of its abhorrence, and unequivocal rejection of, all forms of racism. The Coalition's record on this issue is exceeded by no other political party. In particular, it was a Coalition Government that led the way in the abandonment of the obnoxious and racist White Australia policy.

All Australians have a fundamental responsibility to stamp out racism wherever it may appear, in ways consistent with the maintenance, preservation, and strengthening of the basic values and institutions that are the cornerstones of our multicultural society, and our way of life.

The basic cause of racism is ignorance. Australians recognise overwhelmingly that education is the only viable long-term effective approach to the eradication of racism. Education attacks the causes of racism rather than the symptoms.

Multicultural Broadcasting

Culturally rich and diverse broadcasting is the key to successful multicultural communications. The Coalition remains strongly committed to multicultural broadcasting, which provides for a diversity in language, tradition and culture.

Multicultural Community Broadcasting

The Coalition recognises the vital role that the multicultural community broadcasting sector has played in many ethnic communities throughout Australia. The valuable information, entertainment and cultural services obtained through multicultural community broadcasting allow ethnic communities to participate more fully in the Australian way of life and actively contribute to Australia and its culture.
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