
 
Making Multicultural Australia White Australia 1 

White Australia  
 
Links to documents on the National Archives of Australia website which outline 
legislation and other government action to install a White Australia policy - to remain in 
force for well over half the twentieth century. 
 
 
A list of legislation and reports relating to immigration, from the enactment of the 
Immigration Restriction Act in 1901 to the virtual suspension of immigration during the 
Second World War: 
http://www.naa.gov.au/Publications/research_guides/guides/immig/pages/appendix2.htm 
 
The Pacific Island Labourers Act Amendment Act of 1844 (Queensland) which severely 
restricted where Pacific Islanders could live and work in the state: 
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item.asp?sdID=53 
 
The Pacific Island Labourers Act 1901 (Commonwealth) which enacted the law to 
deport the vast majority of Pacific Islanders from Australia from 1906: 
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item.asp?sdID=86 
 
The Immigration Restriction Act 1901 (Commonwealth), which aimed to exclude all 
non-European migration to Australia and was the cornerstone of the White Australia 
policy: 
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item.asp?sdID=87 
 
 
Source: National Archives of Australia: 
http://www.naa.gov.au 
 


