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(Extract)

You are either a globaphobe or a globaphile.

This is the great political dichotomy of our age, as fundamental as the old conflict between capital and labor. But whether people fear globalisation or not, they cannot escape it. It is driven, above all, by the extraordinary changes in technology in recent years - especially computer and communications technology. For a society to achieve, it must use this technology to its advantage. To be able to do that, it must be globally engaged.

Those who would slam shut Australia's doors on the world and propose we build massive walls to block out our region are preying on the fears of some Australians who suffer either reform fatigue or don't understand the massive benefits globalisation can and do bring to Australia.

The globaphobes among us…seek to relive the past, not confront the future. It is a world of the small-minded, the needlessly fearful, the ridiculously cautious and the hopelessly visionless. It is a world without progress. To close Australia off from the rest of the world in an orgy of nationalism is to shut us off from fast changing technology, from rising living standards, from new and more interesting jobs. It is a case of "stop the clock".

If we start to succumb to the forces of globaphobia we will be left economically, strategically and socially isolated - cut off in every sense from the world around us.

That bleak future is not viable. The triumph of globaphobia would be a death note for Australia. Let me put this clearly - globalisation is an irreversible trend. It is happening. And it is good for all Australians, the region and the world.
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