
Chinese religion and the Wesleyan Mission in 
Castlemaine, 1868 
 
Benjamin Penny discusses the overriding impression of the 
encounter between the Chinese and Europeans on the goldfields as 
one of two communities largely living separate lives, in different 
languages, eating different food, in distinct places of residence, 
worshipping different gods in different ways. The missionary 
encounter was one of the very few sites where one community 
actively reached out to the other. 
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